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Ending Log-In Prompts in a Few Easy Steps 
From “Infopackets.com 
 
I'm a Windows 8 user who has never really appreciated the log-in 
prompt. Is there a way to disable it on my computer? 
 

The answer:    
 
Windows 8 users who don't like the log-in screen can bypass this part of the normal process 
when starting up their PCs. 
 
Ending Log-In Prompts in a Few Easy Steps 
 
To get rid of the usual Windows 8 log-in, first boot up your computer and enter your log-in 
information and password. Don't worry, this is the last time you'll be asked to go through this.  
 
Once you are logged in, press Win-X (hold down the Windows key and simultaneously tap the X 
key). This will initiate a pop-up menu on which you can click Command Prompt (Admin). 



 
After the command prompt opens, simply enter the term 'control userpasswords2' (no quotations) 
and press Enter. (Note: this step might sound a bit familiar to some Infopackets readers because 
this same command also works in earlier versions of Windows.) (Source: pcworld.com) 
 
Lastly, uncheck the box in the User Accounts section marked 'Users Must Enter a User Name 
and Password to Use This Computer'.  
 
Now clicking 'OK' and confirming the automatic sign-in option by entering the password twice 
will hide the log-in prompt until you go through the reverse of this process to activate it again. 
 
It's important that you reboot your computer right after performing the steps listed above. Is the 
log-in prompt gone? Then you've followed the commands perfectly. 
 

A BIG NOTE!  
 
Security experts warn that disabling the log-in prompt makes a computer more vulnerable to 
manual hacks. For example, if a computer is stolen, the thief won't be required to enter a 
password in order to access a user's files and programs. 
  
That's why anyone who lives or works in a busy place -- such as a dorm room or crowded office 
-- should think twice before disabling their computer's log-in prompt. 
 
 

 
Where oh Where is my Microsoft's Windows Defender 
From “Infopackets.com”. 
      
 I just bought a Windows 8 PC that came with a third-party antivirus program already installed. 
But the subscription has already run out. I want to try Microsoft's Windows Defender program, 
but can't seem to figure out why it hasn't automatically turned on. 
  
With all you seem to know about Windows computers, I'm pretty sure you can help me with this 
problem. Please! 
 
Jeff G." 
 
Thanks for the vote of confidence, Jeff. Of course we can help you. 
 
Windows Defender is just a new name for Microsoft's well-known and free software: Security 
Essentials. One of the best new security features in Windows 8 is that the operating system will 
enable Windows Defender whenever it fails to detect some other antivirus program. 
  



Windows Defender in Windows 8: OEMs Cry Foul 
 
Microsoft's decision to include Windows Defender in Windows 8 has aroused lots of anger 
among computer manufacturers, who are paid hefty sums by antivirus companies in exchange for 
installing trial versions of their software on the manufacturers' new PCs. 
 
In order to keep manufacturers (or 'OEMs') happy, Microsoft allows them to disable Windows 
Defender in order to install their trial-version antivirus software. 
 
However, there is a problem with this approach: if a third-party antivirus program (from 
companies like McAfee, Symantec, or Kaspersky Lab) trial subscription runs out, Windows 
Defender may not automatically see the lapse of computer protection and jump into action. 
 
And that will leave your PC vulnerable to viruses and malware. 
  
How to Activate Windows Defender 
 
Fortunately, you can manually activate Windows Defender after a trial antivirus software 
package has expired. 
  
To do this, first go to Windows 8's new Start  screen and type in the command 'Windows 
Defender' (no quotations). 
 
When the Windows Defender icon appears, click on it. 
 
If Windows Defender is disabled, you'll be warned that Windows is "At risk" with a big red 'X'. 
 
To enable Windows Defender, go to the Settings tab at the top of the Windows Defender 
window. Select and enable 'Real-time protection' and then click 'Save Changes.' 
 
If the "At risk" warning is no longer visible, you know Windows Defender is working properly. 
 
Once Windows Defender is activated, you can immediately run a system scan by clicking 'Scan 
Now.' 
  
However, it's recommended that users first download the latest Windows Defender protection 
tools by clicking the 'Update' tab. (Source: pcworld.com 
 
 

FOR THE LINUX USERS 
 
I haven't been able to get Linux to  install 
properly, and I really don't know why. One of my 
techie friends told me it has to do with a new 
Secure Boot feature in Windows 8.  
 



Is this true?  
 
I am really frustrated by this and would appreciate your telling me how to 
by-pass the problem, if possible. 
 
Thanks in advance,   
 
Chad H." 
  
My Response: Hi Chad, 
  
Your problem is actually related to Microsoft's shift in Windows 8 away 
from BIOS (Basic Input/Output System) to a UEFI (Unified Extensible 
Firmware Interface) system. 

  
Windows 8 and the Unified Extensible Firmware Interface 
 
UEFI is a miniature, lightweight operating system that a computer loads at 
boot time. Like any other operating system, it has access to all the 
computer's on-board hardware.  
 
One of the most prolific features of the UEFI specification is Secure 
Boot. This feature relies on a public-key encryption infrastructure to 
verify the validity of the operating system -- before it boots -- and so 
to prevent unauthorized programs from infecting a machine. 
 
With Secure Boot, a chip on the motherboard stores cryptographic hashes 
(or keys) of important Windows 8 operating system files and drives. During 
the boot up process, the computer automatically checks these resources.  
 
If any of their hashes have changed, the files and drives are assumed to 
be infected and the entire boot-up process stops. (Source: 
itproportal.com) 
 
This is great for computer security. But a change for any reason, 
including a normal Linux installation, stops subsequent Windows 8 boot 
processes. 
 
Fortunately, there are some ways to get around the Secure Boot "security" 
measures. 
 

How to Bypass Secure Boot 
 
The most direct solution would be to completely disable Secure Boot. 
However, most ARM-powered Windows RT devices do not even offer this 
option. If you did disable Secure Boot, though, the computer would be left 
vulnerable to attack. 
 
Fortunately, a better work-around is now available, because Linux 
developer Matthew Garrett has gotten Microsoft to authorize a pre-
bootloader called Shim.  
 



Shim contains its own database of legal hash codes, in addition to the 
normal UEFI specification key database. The Shim bootloader is also able 
to enrol new keys off a Linux distribution file system.  
 
Shim is said to work for SUSE, Fedora, Ubuntu, and other Linux 
distributions. (Source: zdnet.com) 
 
So now to answer your question: yes, you can install Linux on your Windows 
8 machine (with a little extra work, of course). You just have to utilize 
Shim. 
 
To learn more about and to download Shim, go to:  
http://mjg59.dreamwidth.org/20303.html 
 
 
QUOTES OF THE MONTH: 
 
When a man opens a car door for his wife, it's either a new car or a new 
wife. 
~ Prince Philip 
***** 
A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at 
kickboxing. 
~ Emo Philips. 
 
 
 


