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Good things never last or how to kill the golden goose! 
 

Facebook Testing New Pay-Per-Message System 

By John Lister on 20121225 in "infopackets.com" 

 

Facebook is testing a new messaging system that will cost people $1 to send a message to a 

stranger. It's designed to deter spammers from using the site to annoy Facebook members, but 

some analysts have suggested Facebook could also be looking to profit from the new system. 

 

Right now you can send a Facebook message to another user for free, even if they aren't your 

'friend' on the site. However, in most cases, this message will not find its way into the recipient's 

'Inbox.' Instead, it will go into a separate message folder marked 'Other.' 

 

Because you won't get alerted in the same way as you will with a message from a friend, in most 

cases the only way to see messages in the Other box is to manually check. 

 

Facebook says it wants to improve its system to make sure the most important messages wind up 

in the Inbox. For example, a message from someone who isn't your Facebook friend, but who 

shares a common friend with you, may arrive in your Inbox -- if your privacy settings allow. 

  

According to Facebook, this is an example of social signals affecting its mail filtering.  

 

$1 Charge Puts Message In Inbox  
 



 
 

 

Now Facebook wants to try what it calls "economic filtering." The new messaging system will 

allow Facebook members to send a message to someone who isn't a friend, and pay $1 to 

guarantee it goes into their Inbox. 

 

The theory is that the small charge will deter spammers.  

 

Facebook believes the new cost will encourage members to send only those messages that will 

be of genuine interest to recipients, such as a job offer or a follow-up note to a conference 

speech. (Source: fb.com) 

 

Facebook is currently testing the $1 system, but only with a small group of US users.  

 

Similar System Used by LinkedIn 

 

The BBC notes a similar feature already exists on LinkedIn, a popular social network aimed at 

business users. The site charges users a monthly fee, rather than a per-message charge, to contact 

people to whom they aren't 'connected.' (Source: bbc.co.uk) 

 

Meanwhile, tech writer Donna Tam suggests the new system may offer hidden benefits to 

Facebook.  

 

She notes that people wanting to use the feature must register their credit cards with Facebook. 

Once they've done so, they're much more likely to make impulse purchases elsewhere on the site. 

(Source: cnet.com) 

 

 

When Do You Know It’s Time to Buy a New PC? 
By Sherman E. DeForest in Lockergnome.com 

December 13, 2012  

 



When do you know it’s time to buy a new PC? Or, more important, how do you tell clients when 

it is time for them to buy a new PC? I do not need an algorithm to tell when to get a new 

computer. When the impulse is on me, I build a new one. Clients who come to me for tutoring or 

repair do not build computers. Clients tend to fall into one of two categories: 

  

(1) They hang on to whatever they have, dumping money into it occasionally long after it should 

have been trashed, or 

  

(2) their computer “gets slow — it must be old” so they go to Best Buy or Costco and get a new 

one that looks good — then they come to me to set their new one up and dispose of their old one. 

  

The second class of client has certain benefits. Their old computer is often just fine, but they no 

longer need it, so they may give it to me (I never solicit donations!). I scrub their personal 

information and prepare it to donate to some worthy person. This class of client might not spend 

money the way I would, but they do not cause me heartburn. 

  

 

The first class is more problematical. On the floor behind me right now is an ancient Dell with a 

too-loud fan running long enough to make sure it will not crash. I last saw this computer two 

years ago when the owner complained it was slow. At that time, I maxed out its RAM to two 

gigs and she was surprised at the difference. As politely as possible, I suggested she hang on to it 

for another two years and then consider an upgrade to a more modern machine. Two years 

passed, and she called saying that the monitor had gone funny and a warning popped up saying a 

serious error had occurred. Shortly thereafter, the computer shut down by itself. She lives nearby, 

so I went to her house and reminded her of my prediction and suggested that while I could likely 

fix whatever is wrong, the cost would be more than the value of the computer and almost 

certainly something else would happen to compromise future operation. I was thinking of a head 

crash since it still has the original hard drive. Two years ago I had set her up with an external 

backup drive, but it was turned off when I arrived (sigh). Budgets are important, but this client 

could afford a new entry or mid-level computer. She declined the suggestion. “I do not use it 

enough to justify getting a new one. Please just find what is wrong and fix it.”  

 



                        
 

Given that directive, no one can fault a professional who takes the commission. But I do not feel 

good about it. After the routine security checks and upgrades, I opened the box with a bit of 

dread. My notes from the previous visit had prepared me (I keep all repair records and invoices 

— do you?).  

The client has cats and her tower is stored on the floor under her desk where the cats also like to 

hang out. In spite of my admonitions, she had not moved or cleaned the box in the two years 

since I last cleaned it for her. The inside looked like a dry hairball. I tried to blow it out, and 

succeeded in getting hair over my whole workspace. The CPU heat exchanger was totally 

clogged. The PCI graphics card heat exchanger was almost completely covered with hair wedged 

between it and the adjacent card. I cleaned everything and put it back together. It has operated 

almost 24 hours now without problem. 

  

In writing my invoice, I will emphasize what I told her when she gave me the job: unlike my 

normal policy, I do not guarantee this work. I promise only that it is working on delivery and that 

it has been burned in for a day without issue. Also in writing, I will again suggest she consider 

another (new or used) computer. I do not mind making money maintaining old computers, but 

moral dilemmas must be navigated. 

  

How do you know when it is time to buy a new PC? The correct answer has little to do with the 

installed OS and a lot to do with the age of the components and how the computer is used. 

 

 



  
 

New Windows 8 Interface 
From Infopackets.com 

 
Let's get this out of the way: Microsoft's decision to drastically change the Windows interface for 

Windows 8 remains highly controversial. 

 

But there are benefits for users who make the switch to the new operating system (OS). Number 

one on that list: the all-new security features that Windows 8 offers. 

 

For one, Windows 8 includes Windows Defender (otherwise known as Security Essentials). This 

free antivirus and antimalware security program takes over and protects a user's computer 

automatically, and remains in operation until some other antivirus program is installed. 

  

While recent tests have shown that it doesn't provide quite as much security as other, 

subscription-based antivirus software programs, Windows Defender is certainly better than using 

no antivirus program at all. 

 

Secure Boot Prevents Rootkits From Taking Hold 

 

Microsoft has also changed the OS so that anti-malware software starts working earlier in the 

computer's boot-up process. As a result, Windows 8 does a better job of finding rootkit-based 

malware, which can be especially hard to remove. 

  

This feature, known as Secure Boot, validates the boot signature of all boot components. If it's 

detected that a component has been tampered with, Windows 8's Windows Recovery 

Environment will automatically begin the process of fixing the issue.  

 

Secure Boot is important because many malware programs target a computer during the boot 

process, when a system is most vulnerable to infection. By preventing rootkits from infecting a 

computer and actively evaluating component status during the boot-up process, Secure Boot 

improves a Windows PC's overall security. 

  

For that reason alone Windows 8 should eventually appeal to corporations, government agencies, 

and other organizations, big and small. 

 



But there are also security features that help keep a system clean after the boot-up process. 

Windows 8's SmartScreen filter automatically screens any executable (EXE) file you download 

via Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome, or another popular web browser. 

 

When SmartScreen scans an EXE file, the program's signature is sent to Microsoft's own servers, 

where it's quickly evaluated. If malware is detected, Windows 8 won't run that executable file. 

  

Given that so many malware infections take hold while we browse the Internet, SmartScreen 

could potentially save home and business users thousands of dollars in PC repair costs. 

  

Windows 8 Apps 'Sandboxed' 

 

A third new security feature allows the new operating system to isolate troublesome applications. 

Under Windows 8, applications are automatically 'sandboxed,' meaning the programs gain only 

restricted control over your computer. 

 

This is extremely beneficial because it prevents malware that does get to run on your computer 

from spreading to other parts of your PC. In effect, Windows 8 uses the sandbox strategy to 'wall 

off' applications from doing more than minimal damage. 

 

And guess what? You won't find sandboxing -- or the other security features -- built into 

Windows 7. 

  

But is that enough to convince consumers that Windows 8 is worth purchasing? Only time will 

tell. But it is worth knowing what benefits come with upgrading to the new OS. 

 

 

 

 

Wish I said that 
America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population believes that 

professional wrestling is real, but the moon landing was faked. 

~ David Letterman 


