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I never did trust those beady eyed rats!.  

Squirrels Dubbed Major Security 
Threat 

 
By John Lister on January, 18 2017 in “Infopackets.com”. 
 
     Squirrels pose more of a threat to infrastructure than cyber terrorists - or, at least that's what one 
researcher's project implies. 

Cris Thomas says he found nearly five million people have been affected by power cuts caused by 
animals since 2013. According to Thomas, that's vastly more damaging than deliberate human actions to 
disrupt power and communications networks. 



The surprising claim came at a security conference in Washington and attracted attention given many 
speeches at such events concentrate on the actions of human hackers, terrorists and state governments 
in disrupting networks. 

Snakes and Raccoons also Destructive 
Thomas's research project, dubbed Cyber Squirrel 1, involves tracking reports of animal-related power 
cuts using search engines, online news sites and social media sources. He found more than 1,700 cases, 
of which 879 were the work of squirrels, usually chewing through cables. Other offenders included birds 
with 434 cases, snakes on 83 and raccoons on 72. Thomas says the true figure is likely much higher as 
he only looked for reports written in English. 

In most cases, the animals caused the power cuts by damaging cables. One of the more unusual 
exceptions was an incident when jellyfish clogged up pipes carrying water into the turbines of a nuclear 
power plant, leading to the entire facility having to be shut down until the problem was fixed. (Source: 
theguardian.com) 

Figures Designed to Make Wider Point 
The report isn't meant to be a serious condemnation of the animals, but rather Thomas's way of arguing 
that the threat posed by humans is overhyped and that governments don't necessarily need to put as 
many resources into combating cyber terrorism. 

One security expert quoted by the BBC - ironically an employee of a company called PandaLabs - said it 
wasn't as simple as prioritizing one form of attack over another. Luis Corrons argued that even if human 
cyber attacks may be far fewer in number, they are still significant because they are deliberate. There's 
also more potential for such attacks to be coordinated and targeted. (Source: bbc.co.uk) 

What's Your Opinion? 
Is the threat of cyber terrorism overblown? Is it fair to compare the physical damage caused by animals 
with the remote hacking humans could carry out? How should government and infrastructure agencies 
distribute their resources when it comes to cyber security? 
 

 

Can You Delete Yourself From The Internet? 

Category: Privacy From “askbobrankin.com”. 

 

 

They say, “The Internet never forgets,” but can you at least give it amnesia? Perhaps there's a 

magical USB Neuralyzer that you could plug into your computer, to wipe every trace of you 

from the entire Internet. Alas, it’s not that easy. Here's what you would have to do in order to 

disappear from the online world... 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/oct/01/jellyfish-clog-swedish-nuclear-reactor-shutdown
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-38650436
http://askbobrankin.com/privacy/


Is It Possible to Become Invisible Online? 

Every so often, I hear someone boast that they are "invisible" or "completely anonymous" on the 

Internet. And I chuckle. So I do a few Google searches and easily turn up their home address, 

phone number, employer, names of spouses and children, their hobbies, and even the make, 

model and color of their car. In one case, I found all that, plus a photo of a guy sitting on his 

front porch, who had claimed that there was no trace of him online! 

The truth is, it’s practically impossible to erase every trace of yourself from the Internet. Just 

look at what you would have to do (and I’ve probably forgotten a few things). 

Close all of your social media accounts. Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest, Snapchat, Instagram, 

WhatsApp, LinkedIn, Skype, and who knows what else? (Here's a list of 200+ social media 

sites.) Your zombie MySpace page may still be public.  

 

Just finding the “delete my account” button is a deliberately difficult process. Social networks 

(and especially paid membership sites) don’t want you to leave, and they are under no obligation 

to help you. Many have software “retention agents” who will argue with you (if you let them) 

rather than let you get to that “delete my account” button. But services like AccountKiller 

provide the necessary directions for deleting accounts on many social networks and websites. 

Facebook won’t even delete your account; it will only “deactivate” it, essentially archiving your 

profile and all your posts, pictures, videos, etc., where the general public can’t see them. Then 

Facebook will email “reminders” of friends’ birthdays, your anniversary, and other reasons you 

should come back and reactivate your account… forever. 

Well, not forever, because you’re going to delete the email account that you gave Facebook, too. 

But don’t delete any email accounts until all the other types are deleted, or deactivated. You may 

need one of those email accounts to delete another account. 

Breaking Up (with the Internet) Is Hard To Do 

That’s the case with Google; your Gmail addresss is also your Google ID. Here is the link to the 

page where you can delete your Google+ profile. Note that several other Google services that 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites
http://www.accountkiller.com/en/
https://goo.gl/lZPgyg


you may use depend upon your Google+ profile. Take time to read the explanations on that page 

and choose carefully what you wish to delete. You may want to download pictures, documents, 

and other things from Google Drive before deleting your profile. Unlike Facebook, Google 

actually lets you delete, not just deactivate. 

After the social networks come shopping sites (Amazon, eBay, BestBuy, etc.), financial sites, 

auction, dating, gaming, and gambling sites, job search sites, etc. You’ll need to delete blogs 

you’ve written, posts you made in forums, letters to the editor, and so on.  

Once your accounts are closed, you’ll need to find and eliminate traces of yourself online. 

Google is your friend here, enabling you to find mentions of your name (and previous names), 

and even photos of yourself. Drop images of yourself into Google Image Search and see if you 

come up with any matches. It’s not facial recognition, but it’s the best we have. 

But wait, there's more... Your phone number and home address are likely listed in dozens of 

online phone directories. Whitepages.com (which also operates Switchboard.com and 411.com) 

is one of the most popular, and they do offer a link to remove your listing. The link for removal 

from the online YellowPages White Pages is here. You'll have to hit every one of these online 

telephone directories to see if they also have "remove me" options. 

A few sites that can help you ferret out your personal information online are Zabasearch, Pipl, 

and PeekYou. If you find traces of yourself online that you want removed, you will have to 

persuade the owners of the sites hosting those traces to cooperate. Most website owners will have 

little interest in finding and deleting your information, so that could prove to be a very slow, 

ticklish process. Be very nice, and humble. If that doesn’t work, call a lawyer. 

Privacy Is History 

The Internet Law Centre is in the United Kingdom, but the Internet has no borders. Solicitor Yair 

Cohen founded the firm to defend individuals’ rights on the Internet, and one of his services is 

helping people disappear from the Internet. Some of his clients include former p*rn stars who 

want to turn over a new career. Cases like that can involve the removal of “tens of thousands” of 

images and videos, one at a time. 

Cohen says, “Some images can be removed on copyright grounds, some can be removed on 

privacy grounds, some could be removed on harassment. Some projects take eight months to a 

year. We have to be very stubborn.” So will you, if you want to completely erase yourself from 

the Internet? Do you have a year to devote to that project? 

Even if you could delete yourself from the public spaces on the Internet, you would still be in an 

unknown number of databases maintained by motor vehicle departments, insurers, police, the 

FBI, the NSA, credit reporting agencies, data brokers, hospitals and doctors, public libraries, 

newspapers, local government offices, political parties, charities, and so on. So it's probably a 

fools's errand to try to scrub yourself from the Internet, even if you have the time and motivation. 

https://support.whitepages.com/hc/en-us/articles/203263794-Remove-my-listing-from-Whitepages-
http://people.yellowpages.com/optout.php
http://www.cyndislist.com/finding-people/telephone-directories/
http://www.cyndislist.com/finding-people/telephone-directories/
http://zabasearch.com/
http://pipl.com/
http://www.peekyou.com/
http://www.internetlawcentre.co.uk/


Have you tried to delete yourself from the online world? If so, are there any other tools you 

found helpful? Your thoughts on this topic are welcome.  

Post your comment or question to ‘askbobrankin.com/”, 

 

FYI   Monitor Apps’ Disk Space Usage:  

Windows 10 will now tell and show you what apps are using the most disk space, a boon if you 

are short of free bytes and want to manage space carefully. Go to Settings > System > Storage. A 

list of drives connected to your computer will appear. Click on one of them to see how much 

space each app and its data are consuming on that drive. Note that you can also change the 

folders in which files of different kinds are saved. 

 

Be careful where you sit, you may burn your a--. 

 

Exploding Samsung Phone 'Too 
Thin' For Safety: Report 

 
By John Lister on December, 6 2016 in “Infopackets.com”. 
 
An independent report suggests the spate of Galaxy Note 7 phone explosions was caused by the design 
of the phone itself. Engineering analysts "Instrumental" say Samsung blundered in its attempts to make 
the phone as slim as possible. 

After initial reports of the phones catching fire this year, Samsung appeared to believe a particular batch 
of faulty batteries was to blame and proceeded to recall the affected handsets. When phones that had 
been replaced in this way continued to explode, Samsung took the costly and embarrassing step of 
abandoning the handset entirely. 

While Samsung is reportedly planning to release the results of its own investigation by the end of the 
year, Instrumental took apart a Note 7 to see if it could identify the specific problem - albeit in a safe lab 
situation and with a fire extinguisher on hand. 

https://www.infopackets.com/news/9952/samsung-permanently-discontinues-note-7-amidst-exploding-smartphones


Battery Under Undue Pressure 
Its staff concluded the phone was the victim of two separate issues combining with explosive 
consequences. The first was that the design of the phone was simply too thin, meaning the outer 
components put pressure on the battery. 

This wasn't necessarily an attempt to make the phone as pocket-friendly as possible in order to appear to 
consumers; instead, the slimmer design was likely an attempt to increase the total number of handsets 
Samsung could manufacture on each production line. (Source: instrumental.ai) 

That wouldn't necessarily have been a problem had it not been for the battery design. It was what 
Instrumental described as a "jelly roll" set up in which a positive layer of lithium cobalt oxide was 
separated from a negative layer of graphite by two very thin polymer layers soaked in electrolytes. 

Squashed Battery Overheated 
Because the battery was compressed by the tight fit in the phone, the positive and negative layers were 
able to touch despite this "cushion". This then refocused energy away from powering the phone and 
instead toward heating up the electrolyte, and in turn increasing the flow of energy and creating more 
heat. This led to a vicious cycle that concluded in the explosions. 

According to Instrumental, there's a good chance that even if the phone itself hadn't been so thin, the 
battery might well have swelled over time, creating enough pressure to set off the vicious cycle. (Source: 
bgr.com) 

What's Your Opinion? 
Have manufacturers gone too far in trying to build ever-slimmer mobile devices? Does this report change 
your attitude towards the question of whether Samsung could or should have foreseen the problem? Can 
Samsung regain consumer trust? 
 

 

Thought for the month: 

 

“Socialism in general has a record of failure so blatant that only an intellectual could ignore or 

evade it.” Thomas Sowell, posted 10/16/11 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.instrumental.ai/blog/2016/12/1/aggressive-design-caused-samsung-galaxy-note-7-battery-explosions
http://bgr.com/2016/12/05/galaxy-note-7-recall-engineers-investigation-samsung

