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Have You Been Googled? 
Google+ Social Network Bites Dust 

amid Data Breach 

 
By John Lister on October, 10 2018 in “Infopackets.com”.  

Google is to shut its social network Google+. Although the service was something of a flop, the 

closure is more to do with a massive data exposure. 



Google+ launched back in 2011 and was one of several attempts by the company to compete 

with the likes of Facebook. Its main selling point was the concept of Circles, which meant that 

users weren't restricted to sharing posts and updates with a fixed set of friends. 

Instead, they could write a post that was seen by a particular group, such as work colleagues or 

people with a shared hobby. Facebook does have such a feature, but it's not as prominent or easy 

to find. 

At its peak, Google+ was reported to have 540 million users. However, it appears the vast 

majority of these used it rarely if ever. Many users may have signed up either out of curiosity or 

because Google+ could be used as a one-stop authentication that allowed them to register and 

login to non-Google sites more easily. 

Third Party Access Too Exposed 

Google has now confirmed it discovered a significant bug in the APIs used on Google+. An API 

(application programming interface) provides a way to interface between one system (or device) 

to another (such as a website). For example, a bus company might have an API giving access to 

its timetables that could be used by sites which compare different travel options such as flying, 

driving or taking public transportation. 

A bug in one of the API meant applications which used Google+ data had much more access 

than was intended. This meant details such as "name, email address, occupation, gender and age" 

could be discovered and linked. (Source: blog.google) 

In the wrong hands, such data could be used to attempt identify theft. It could also mean 

unwanted targeted advertising. 

Many Visits Fleeting 

Rather dramatically, Google is responding by shutting down Google+ completely. It's also 

tightening securityon third-party access to Gmail (including requiring a security audit 

beforehand) and for Google Play apps for Android devices. (Source: reuters.com) 

In making the announcement, Google did admit Google+ was doing particularly badly among 

consumers. It said that 90 percent of people who accessed a Google+ account did so for less than 

five seconds.  

What's Your Opinion? 

Have you ever used Google+? How useful did you find it? Was the service itself flawed, or did it 

simply not attract a critical mass of users that meant people joined because their friends were 

already on it? 

https://www.blog.google/technology/safety-security/project-strobe/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-google-data/alphabet-to-shut-google-social-site-after-user-data-exposed-idUSKCN1MI1WM


From mikes list mike@elgan.com. 
GOTTA-GET-IT GADGETS 

 
Thanks to a new product called the Bedchill Plus, you may never have 

to get out of bed again. The Bedchill Plus is a rolling table that straddles 
your entire bed, giving you a big table in bed that's actually wider than 
the bed itself. The Bedchill Plus has built-in speakers, ambient lighting 
and outlets for your gadgets and blender. It's also got a couple of 
drawers for tequila and limes and a ridge along the outside that prevents 
your margarita from sliding off the table. The Bedchill Plus comes in a 
variety of sizes and colors.  

 

'Twisted' fiber optical cables could 

make internet speeds 100 times faster 
Tech could also be used for future optical and quantum 

communications 

mailto:mike@elgan.com
https://elgan.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4802048e9817f76d70d17bfcc&id=b532d98ba9&e=87d0c55352


  
'Twisted' fiber optical cables could make internet speeds 100 times faster  

  
 Lee Bell@llebeel    In “theinquirer.net”. 

 

ENGINEERS HAVE UNCOVERED a groundbreaking new technology that could make 

internet speeds 100 times faster.  

The innovation, which involves harnessing twisted light beams to carry more data and process it 

faster, comes via Dr Haoran Ren from Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology's School of 

Science. 

He has developed the 'world's first' nanophotonic device which encodes more data and processes 

it much faster than conventional fiber optics by using a special form of 'twisted' light. 

Ren said the tiny nanophotonic device him and his team built for reading twisted light is the 

missing key required to unlock super-fast, ultra-broadband communications. 

"Present-day optical communications are heading towards a 'capacity crunch' as they fail to keep 

up with the ever-increasing demands of big data," Ren said. 

"What we've managed to do is accurately transmit data via light at its highest capacity in a way 

that will allow us to massively increase our bandwidth." 

https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2344/lee-bell
https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2344/lee-bell
https://www.eurekalert.org/multimedia/pub/184028.php


This new technology carries data on light waves that have been twisted into a spiral to increase 

their capacity further still. This is known as light in a state of orbital angular momentum, or 

OAM. 

"Our miniature OAM nano-electronic detector is designed to separate different OAM light states 

in a continuous order and to decode the information carried by twisted light," Ren explained, 

"To do this previously would require a machine the size of a table, which is completely 

impractical for telecommunications. By using ultrathin topological nanosheets measuring a 

fraction of a millimetre, our invention does this job better and fits on the end of an optical fiber." 

The director and associate deputy vice-chancellor for research innovation and entrepreneurship 

at RMIT, Professor Min Gu, said the materials used in the device were compatible with silicon-

based materials use in most technology, making it easy to scale up for industry applications. 

"Our OAM nano-electronic detector is like an 'eye' that can 'see' information carried by twisted 

light and decode it to be understood by electronics. This technology's high performance, low cost 

and tiny size makes it a viable application for the next generation of broadband optical 

communications," he said. 

"It fits the scale of existing fiber technology and could be applied to increase the bandwidth, or 

potentially the processing speed, of that fiber by over 100 times within the next couple of years." 

Gu went on to say that the detector can also be used to receive quantum information sent via 

twisting light, meaning it could have applications in a whole range of cutting-edge quantum 

communications and quantum computing research. 

"Our nano-electronic device will unlock the full potential of twisted light for future optical and 

quantum communications," added Gu. µ 

 

Easily Share Text And Images Online With Anyone  
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Here's an easy way to share text and images online anonymously and without creating an 

account. With JustPasteIt you can upload and share almost anything that's text or an image; parts 

of websites, articles, notes, ideas, snippets of code, recipes and more. You don't need an account 

to publish anything, and there aren't any ads on the site. 

The interface is simple to use and loads fast on slow connections. Easily create, edit, and publish 

text and images and embed videos. Thankfully, formatting is retained when pasting content from 

a word processor or website (excluding some page elements like boxes). Image size per note is 

20 MB in the free version. 

There's a text editor with some good tools to format text (change font color and justification, 

indent text, inserting bulleted or numbered lists, paste as text, and supports right-to-left 

languages). There's no option to change the font, but other basics are there. 

There are useful HTML functions, like adding or removing links and the ability to edit HTML in 

a separate window that displays the code. You can save your work as source code in several 

languages (code will be colored appropriately) or use the [code][/code] tags. 

The site has an auto-save feature, though clicking or tapping inside the main window will save 

changes. Notes and images can be downloaded as PDF files. The site tracks and displays how 

many visits a note has gotten, when it was created, and how many people are currently viewing 

your note. 

PasteIt automatically creates links to whatever you publish. There's a long link, and a short link 

that's useful for sharing in email or on social media sites. Or, you can create a custom page name. 

Publishing a note brings up a "prove you're a human" captcha that requires you to identify and 

click on items in a multi-paned window. In my use the amount varied. There was a single 

captcha and one that led me through 8 separate windows, clicking on cars, signs, and storefronts. 

The premium version includes password protection and larger image sizes, but for most of us, 

the free version works well. 

JustPasteIt 

  

Scotty says: I’m not thrilled with all the gadgets in my house. It’s 

scary, having things around that are smarter than me 
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