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You opened a new online account and now think it was a 

mistake, now what? 
 

How To Delete Popular Online Accounts and Keep Your Data 

From “gizmo’s Freeware”. 

Last updated by rhiannon on 09. January 2019 - 07:23           

  

   

Deleting online accounts for the most popular services is usually straightforward. Deleting the 

account also deletes all personal data unless you save your data before you delete the account. 

http://www.techsupportalert.com/users/rhiannon


Getting your data from online services isn't as obvious as deleting an account. This article has all 

the steps you need to get your data from 15 popular online services, whether you're deleting an 

account or want to have a backup. 

 

The article covers how to retrieve your data from these 15 online services: 

 Blogger 

 Facebook 

 Flickr 

 Foursquare 

 Google+ 

 Instagram 

 LinkedIn 

 Livejournal 

 Myspace 

 Pinterest 

 Snapchat 

 Tumblr 

 Twitter 

 Whatsapp 

 YouTube 

If you want to go straight to deleting an account, the article recommends using a guide from 

Consumer Reports. 

How to Delete Your Online Accounts but Keep Your Data  

 

 

USB-IF is adding 

authentication to USB-C to 

stop you frying your gadgets 
DRM for good, not evil. Perhaps 

https://www.consumerreports.org/privacy/how-to-delete-online-accounts-you-no-longer-need/
https://lifehacker.com/how-to-delete-your-online-accounts-but-keep-your-data-1831498965


 
C connector. Run connector. Go connector, Go!  

  

By “Chris Merriman @ChrisTheDJ in The inquirer.com. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION of USB-C has been, not to put too fine a point on it, an 

unmitigated cock-up on a Windows 10 October Update scale. 

Designed to be a universal standard replacing everything from Apple's Lightning ports to HDMI, 

the system has been dogged by issues including a confusing specification that offers two 

different data transfer speeds, and non-compliant cables that overpower devices turning them 

into computerised calamari. 

But the USB-IF working group, which represents manufacturers of products that offer the 

standard, aren't giving up, with plans to create an "Authentication Program" to ensure that only 

reliable products can be used. 

It involves "cryptographic authentication" which is essentially a posh way of saying "digital 

rights management" - a phrase that will send shudders through the hearts of anyone who uses 

their computer for media. 

The idea here isn't to keep rich manufacturers in clover, but rather to protect end users from the 

onslaught of cheap (mostly Chinese) off-brand devices that fry your prize possession. 

The proposals feature 128-bit encryption triggered by connecting a device,  and blocking it if an 

incorrect "handshake" is received. In addition, sysadmins will be able to add their own bespoke 

encryption to prevent unauthorized devices from getting near corporate assets. 

The USB-C Authentication Program is the second attempt to try and reign in the Marshall law 

that has dogged the new standard. The Implementers Forum has already lent its name to a 

https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2960/chris-merriman
https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2960/chris-merriman
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3029799/nintendo-warns-switch-users-not-to-buy-cheap-usb-c-cables-to-avoid-borkage
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/2468164/usb-implementers-forum-introduces-branding-for-safe-usb-c-charging


certification designed to prevent the distribution of dodgy connectors, but simply saying that 

your device is compliant has proved ineffective. After all - people lie. 

Instead, by adding encryption similar to that already used in HDMI cables, there's a chance of 

getting a stable door closed, even though the horse is halfway down the paddock. 

Now we just have to get our heads around the fact that the ‘standard' encompasses USB 3.0, 

USB 3.1, HDMI, DisplayLink and Thunderbolt for data and a bewildering array of options for 

how it supplies power. 

It's likely to be years before this gets properly sorted, but this is a start, as long as manufacturers 

don't use it as an excuse to jack up the price of authenticated products. Which they probably will. 

 

Have you been sucked in by a fake 

review? Help is on the way! 

 

Google Hunts Bogus Reviews 

 
By John Lister on December, 28 2018 at 05:12PM EST Infopackets. 

Google says it removed "millions" of bogus reviews and ratings for apps in a single week. It's 

tweaked its approach to detecting fake feedback to avoid mistakenly flagging legitimate reviews. 

The company says it wants to address three problems with user reviews in the Google Play store. 

One is to address reviews that are "genuine" but contain hateful or profane language or aren't 

relevant to the app in question. 

The second problem is "fake" ratings that are part of a campaign to manipulate the overall 

average score rather than being a real verdict by a user . This includes both five star ratings to 

boost an app and one star ratings to hurt a rival app. 



Finally, Google wants to crack down on reviews and ratings that are left by real users who are 

responding to incentives such as payment or freebies in return for leaving a good review. In 

many cases, less-than-favorable developers will offer rewards for five star ratings in order to 

artificially boost their ranking amongst other apps. 

AI Hunts Bogus Reviews 

At one stage Google tried to completely automate the process for spotting and removing fake 

feedback, relying entirely on artificial intelligence. This certainly appeared flawed in one case 

with numerous completely legitimate reviews removed from apps from a specific developer. 

Now Google says it is still using the automated system, but getting engineers and analysts to 

constantly monitor how the system is determining "fake" feedback. It's also using more human 

reviewers to check a sample of the automated decisions to check for systemic problems. 

Users Can Flag Fake Feedback 

Google has also warned developers that they should not incentivise any users to leave positive 

feedback. It notes that some developers might inadvertently breach these rules, for example by 

thinking they are encouraging users who genuinely love an app but might not bother rating or 

reviewing. (Source: googleblog.com) 

Google also noted that as well as following the guidelines of not accepting incentives to leave 

positive feedback, users can report any bogus-appearing reviews that they see by selecting the 
flag icon beside the review. Perhaps confusingly, it says users need to report fake reviews in the 

Spam category. (Source: google.com) 

What's Your Opinion? 

How seriously do you take ratings and reviews in app stores? Would you ever leave a five star 

rating in return for a reward? Is spotting fake reviews something that can really be done 

automatically? 

 

 

This may be a problem for you or maybe not, if it 

is here is the answer. 

https://android-developers.googleblog.com/2018/12/in-reviews-we-trust-making-google-play.html
https://support.google.com/googleplay/android-developer/answer/7318385?hl=en


How to disable reserved storage in 

Windows 10 

By Mark Wycislik-Wilson 

 

If you have upgraded to Windows 10 version 1903 -- or Windows 10 19H1 as you 

may know it -- you will find that a portion of your hard drive has been set aside 

thanks to the new "reserved storage" option. 

Microsoft introduced this Storage Reserve (as it is also known) to "ensure proper 

performance and successful updates of your device", but not everyone is happy 

about it. You may be running low on disk space, or you just might like to remain in 

control of how your hard drive is used -- in which case, read on to find out how to 

disable reserved storage. 

See also: 

https://betanews.com/author/mwilson/
https://betanews.com/2019/01/08/windows-10-reserve-7gb-of-storage/


 Future versions of Windows 10 will reserve 7GB of storage to prevent big 

updates failing 

 Microsoft releases Windows 10 19H1 Build 18312 

Just how much space Windows 10 sets aside varies quite a bit from one computer 

to another. For some people it is around 2.5GB, while for others it is 7GB or even 

more. You can check how much space you are losing by heading to Settings > 

System > Storage, and then clicking Show more categories followed by System & 

reserved. 

While you can see how much hard drive space is being reserved by Windows, you'll 

notice that there is no way to change or disable the feature. Microsoft explains that 

you can reduce the size of reserved storage by reducing the number of Optional 

Features and languages you have installed. What it doesn't tell you, however, is that 

by delving into the registry you can disable it completely. Here's what you need to 

do: 

1. Press the Windows key and R simultaneously, type regedit and press Enter. 

2. In the Registry Editor, navigate to HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\ 

Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\ReserveManager. 

3. Double click on the ShippedWithReserves key and set its value to 0. 

4. Exit the Registry Editor. 

If you ever decide that you want to re-enable the feature, just change the value of 

the key back to 1. 

 

    

Google Photos excludes unsupported video formats from its free 

unlimited storage 

 

https://betanews.com/2019/01/08/windows-10-reserve-7gb-of-storage/
https://betanews.com/2019/01/08/windows-10-reserve-7gb-of-storage/
https://betanews.com/2019/01/09/microsoft-releases-windows-10-19h1-build-18312/
https://blogs.technet.microsoft.com/filecab/2019/01/07/windows-10-and-reserved-storage/


Published Dec 12, 2018 |By  Lars Rehm   

If you can live with some compression being applied to your files, Google Photos offers a 

reliable and free method for storing your photos and videos. The platform can also be used for 

storing original-quality JPGs and Raw files but those files will count against your quota and once 

you're out of storage you'll have to pay for extra space. 

 

Depending on the file types you are storing, some of your video files might now count against 

the quota as well. Google has introduced new rules to make unsupported videos count against 

your Google account storage quota. One of the reasons for this move — but likely not the only 

one — might be that some users apparently used fake file extensions to disguise unsupported 

files. 

Whatever the reasons, to not count against your quota from now on video files have to be at least 

one second long, be of the right file type, be playable by Google Photos and be playable when 

downloaded to your device. Below are the file types accepted by Google: 

•Photos: .jpg, .png, .webp and some RAW files. 

•Live photos can be backed up if you use the Google Photos app on your iPhone or iPad. 

•Videos: .mpg, .mod, .mmv, .tod, .wmv, .asf, .avi, .divx, .mov, .m4v, .3gp, .3g2, .mp4, .m2t, 

.m2ts, .mts, and .mkv files. 

Any videos uploaded after December 6 which don't comply with these requirements will take up 

storage space. 

Via: GSM Arena, Source: Google  

 

 

You may have missed this on the first day of the New Year! 

 

Public Domain Day: Copyrighted Works from 1923 Become 
Public Domain January 1st, 2019  

Posted: 01 Jan 2019 12:22 AM PST 

 

    

A large number of books, films and other works entered the Public Domain on January 1. 
Films, books, and artwork dating from 1923 are about to enter the US public domain after a 

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/gizmosbest/~3/jgwaK6tsQqE/public-domain-day-copyrighted-works-from-1923-become-public-domain-january-1st-2019.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/gizmosbest/~3/jgwaK6tsQqE/public-domain-day-copyrighted-works-from-1923-become-public-domain-january-1st-2019.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email


75 year copyright term. It's the largest collection of copyrighted works to enter the public 
domain since 1998.  
 
Copyright is a complex area. A detailed explanation of why these books, poems, music, 
photographs, paintings and films are becoming available can be found in this Atlantic 
article. What it means to most of us is that Google books will be able to show the full text of 
many books instead of snippets, the Internet Archive will be able to add more books, movies 
and music, and teachers, students and others are free to use previously copyrighted material 
for research or creative endeavors. Schools can put on plays that were copyrighted. Films 
can be remade. Poems can be quoted without violating copyright laws. 
 
The most comprehensive list of works becoming available I've found is at Lifehacker . They 
include links to image resources and books that are already in the Public Domain. Hopefully 
more lists will surface.  Read More 

 

 

Something to ponder! 

 

WHAT IF THERE WERE NO HYPOTHETICAL 

QUESTIONS? 

 

 

http://www.techsupportalert.com/content/public-domain-day-copyrighted-works-from-1923-become-public-domain-january-1st-2019.htm

