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FAKE NEWS, what fake news? 

 

WhatsApp Restricts Message 

Forwarding to Combat Fake News 

 
By John Lister on January, 24 2019in “Infopackets.com”.  

A messaging service owned by Facebook is purposely limiting the amount of times users can 

forward a message. It's an attempt to slow the spread of false information. 



The change to WhatsApp follows a six month trial in India sparked off by several cases where 

bogus stories led to lynch mobs. 

WhatsApp lets users send text messages, video, images and documents. One of its core functions 

is a group system that lets a set of friends, family members, work colleagues or people with a 

share interest send a single message that reaches everyone in the group. The maximum group 

size is 256. 

One Message Could Reach 5,000 People 

Until now, a single message could be forwarded to 20 groups. As the BBC calculates, that means 

somebody could theoretically send the same message to 5,120 people, assuming no duplicate 

group members. With the new limit, the maximum number of forwards is now 5. This means the 

same message can only be sent to a maximum of 1,280 users instead of 5,120. (Source: 

bbc.co.uk) 

Of course, the people who receive the message will still be able to forward it on again. However, 

the testing in India shows a dramatic slowdown in the way the number of people seeing a 

specific message grew. 

India was selected for the test following reports of as many as two dozen people being killed by 

mobs after messages falsely accused them of kidnapping children. The Washington Post said the 

problem was partly because so many people in India are getting online for the first time and don't 

have enough experience or understanding in spotting bogus stories. (Source: 

washingtonpost.com) 

Messages Can't Be Filtered 

Reducing the pace of message forwarding is an important step because of the way WhatsApp 

works. It uses end-to-end encryption - meaning that only the users who send and receive 

messages can read them. That's a big selling point in countries where users fear government 

snooping or political crackdowns. However, it also makes it impossible (in theory) for 

WhatsApp to use automated scanning of messages to spot potentially dangerous false claims. 

As well as reducing the forwarding limit, WhatsApp is also removing a button that lets users 

forward a message with a single click or tap. The idea is to act as a gentle nudge that means users 

have to take an extra step to forward a message, which could be an opportunity for them to think 

twice about whether the contents are genuine. 

What's Your Opinion? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-46945642
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/01/22/whatsapp-is-trying-clamp-down-viral-misinformation-with-messaging-limit/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b92a623af99c


Is this a worthwhile change? Does it go far enough? Should messaging services try to deal with 

social problems associated with their products or is it entirely the responsibility of customers 

how they use it? 

 

Project Alias makes sure Alexa 

and Google Assistant won't 

hear a damn thing 
It's a mushroom cap for your private thoughts 

 
Google Home gets a new do  

  
 Chris Merriman in @ChrisTheDJ from “theinquirer.com”. 

https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2960/chris-merriman
https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2960/chris-merriman


A NEW DEVICE to make smart speakers safe from The Man has been 
one of the surprise hits of CES. 

Project Alias looks a bit like a scobi (ask your hippy mates) and fits over 
the top of the speaker - there are models for Alexa and Google 
Assistant-based devices - playing white noise into the microphone. 

The idea is that this confounds the "always listening" aspect of the 
device, meaning that all Google and Amazon's records will show is a 
constant hiss. 

If that sounds a bit pointless, don't worry, here comes the science bit. 
Project Alias has its own microphone that isn't connected to anything 
other than the Raspberry Pi that powers the device. When Project Alias's 
microphone hears your "wake word" (either OK Google or Alexa) it is 
triggered to turn off the hiss and let the speaker listen. 

Result: all the smart speaker, none of the always-on listening, none of 
the recordings. 

Given that we've already seen recordings from Amazon being used in 
US courts, and yes, in murder trials to boot, its fairly safe to say that this 
is a big deal - as long as it stays in the right hands. 

"Ah" we hear you say (coz we're always-on-listening to you) "what about 
custom commands?". Yes, we say - it can be programmed to recognize 
wake words other than the defaults - great for Trekkers who like being 
able to say "Computer" to Alexa in a Picard style. 

"Ah" we hear…. ok we've exhausted that. But what about accents, and 
multiple user recognition? Yes, you're covered there too - Project Alias 
will learn both with use. In fact, it can be trained to only respond to "Hey 
Alias" and  

"Ah"… (alright, enough now) - surely this is expensive. Nope again. This 
is no commercial device - it's a maker project and full instructions can be 
downloaded from the internet, whilst the code is on Github. 

https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3018993/google-forced-to-bork-the-home-mini-due-to-privacy-concerns
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3005971/amazon-agrees-to-release-murder-trial-alexa-recordings-to-the-fbi
https://www.instructables.com/id/Project-Alias/


The best bit of this? It puts you in complete control. You won't be 
swapping one spy for another. Providing you understand the code, 
obviously.  

 

IntelliMouse Trick  

If you have a wheel mouse and use Microsoft's IntelliMouse software, did you know you can 

customize your web pages? You can hold down the Ctrl key and scroll your mouse button to 

change the size of the text. This is great if you have to print something. Just make the text 

smaller, then increase it again.  

 
 

 



Tim Cook wants a law to let 
consumers delete their 
personal data 
From “theinquirer.com”. 

Mr Zuckerberg gets Cook blocked 

 
'Let's talk about priv-a-cy, let's talk about you and me...'  

APPLE’S TIM COOK HAS put the privacy cat amongst the data-broking 
pigeons with an op-ed for Time Magazine in which he calls on the 
American government to bring in new tools to let consumers "delete their 
data on demand, freely, easily and online, once and for all." 

That sound you hear is Mark Zuckerberg gently weeping. If you're 
hearing it in stereo, you must be equidistant between Zuckerberg and 
Google CEO Sundar Pichai. 

http://time.com/collection-post/5502591/tim-cook-data-privacy/


"Consumers shouldn't have to tolerate another year of companies 
irresponsibly amassing huge user profiles, data breaches that seem out 
of control and the vanishing ability to control our own digital lives," writes 
Cook. "This problem is solvable — it isn't too big, too challenging or too 
late." 

Well that's good. So what's the answer, Tim? He wants the Federal 
Trade Commission to create a "data-broker clearinghouse" where all 
companies that trade in data would have to register all activity. Cook 
says this would let customers "track the transactions that have bundled 
and sold their data from place to place" and grant "users the power to 
delete their data on demand, freely, easily and online, once and for all." 

That's a very easy cause for Apple to champion, of course and it 
frequently does. Unlike the other super-rich companies in the space, it 
doesn't make much money from tracking users or from selling data. That 
puts a clear line between it and the likes of Microsoft and Alphabet 
(albeit one slightly muddied by letting Google be the default search 
engine on iPhones), but especially for free online services that have little 
or nothing to sell. Think Facebook, Twitter, Snappety Chat and the like. 
As the old mantra says: "if you're not paying for the product, you are the 
product." 

Still, if Mark Zuckerberg wants to come on INQ and write an op-ed about 
how it should be illegal for phones to cost more than $500 in a fit of petty 
revenge, our door is always open.  

 

Microsoft is making Windows 

10's error messages a little less 

annoying 
More details on page  

https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3065067/apples-tim-cook-hot-for-gdpr-and-wants-stricter-us-data-laws
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3068865/apple-is-doing-a-funny-job-of-shunning-ces-this-year
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3029144/apples-tim-cook-calls-for-well-crafted-regulation-for-personal-data-collection
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3066590/privacy-advocates-apple-takes-promotes-google-because-their-search-engine-is-best
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/3066590/privacy-advocates-apple-takes-promotes-google-because-their-search-engine-is-best


 
Windows 10 error messages will soon be less useless  

  
 By Chris Merriman @ChrisTheDJ in “theInquirer.com”. 

MICROSOFT IS MAKING changes to its error messages to make them 

a little less useless. 

After introducing a new, friendlier design for the setup equivalent of the 
Blue Screen of Death (BSOD) in Windows 7, which was still gibberish, 
but gibberish with an emoji, the company is developing a system, 
starting with Windows Setup that actually tells you what the problem is, 
instead of spouting error codes and Knowledge Base (KB) articles at 
you. 

German Windows site WinFuture first spotted the changes that will roll 
out in April(ish)'s 19H1 update to Windows 10. It'll probably have a better 
name than that, but it hasn't been officially christened yet. We vote for 
"Bernard". 

The advice given for compatibility problems during setup has been 
completely overhauled so instead of the "yes, what of it", you get an 
explanation of what's wrong, why it's wrong and what you need to do to 
fix it. Hoorah! 

https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2960/chris-merriman
https://www.theinquirer.net/author/profile/2960/chris-merriman
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/2475524/scammers-turn-to-fake-bsod-in-effort-to-take-over-windows-pcs
https://winfuture.de/news,107159.html


This is going to be a gamechanger, not just for those who struggle with 
techie stuff, but also those who don't, who constantly get asked to come 
and fix it because "you know about computers". 

One of the coolest parts is that it now links you straight through to the 
Knowledge Base pages, so you don't need a second device to find out 
what's wrong with the first device. 

How this works, we're not sure, because unless the entire Knowledge 
Base is stored within the installation files (ugh) then you'll need to be 
online to install Windows, which seems a bit about face to us. 

If a particular app (anti-virus, it's usually anti-virus) is preventing the 
installation, now it'll actually let you uninstall the app instead of just 
telling you that's what you should do. 

Full details of how all this will pan out are not with us yet, but it's 
comforting to know that after 30 years, Microsoft has finally worked out 
that it's spectacularly unhelpful when it comes to this sort of thing. 

Maybe we'll see this common sense applied to the full BSOD 
experience. Maybe there's hope for the Zune yet.  

 

SOME FOOD FOR THOUGH! 

 

Everyone has a photographic memory.  

Some don't have film. 

 

https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/2450852/updategate-microsoft-is-reportedly-upgrading-pcs-to-windows-10-automatically
https://www.theinquirer.net/inquirer/news/2450852/updategate-microsoft-is-reportedly-upgrading-pcs-to-windows-10-automatically

