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Web Creator Fears Dysfunctional Future 

 
By John Lister on March, 14 2019 in “infopackets.com”.  

 

The creator of the World Wide Web (WWW) says it faces a "downward plunge to a 

dysfunctional future." Sir Tim Berners-Lee said many of its problems were unintended 

consequences. 

Berners-Lee spoke to mark the 30th anniversary of him submitting a proposal to his managers at 

European science group CERN for a way to organize data. That technology, based on 

hyperlinked text, became the World Wide Web. In turn, that helped shape the Internet into 

something used worldwide by ordinary people. (Source: bbc.co.uk) Writing an open letter, 

Berners-Lee noted that the web is now "a public square, a library, a doctor's office, a shop, a 

school, a design studio, an office, a cinema, a bank, and so much more." However, he 

acknowledged three sources of dysfunction that affect the web today.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47524474


  Ad Revenue Promotes Clickbait  
The first is deliberate damaging activity, such as criminal actions, harassment, and state-

sponsored hacking. The second is what he describes as system design with perverse incentives 

that work against the interests of users. He specifically cited the way ad revenue models often 

reward clickbait or people sharing misinformation. Clickbait is defined as content which links to 

another site or page, using a headline or image (usually). When users click the link, the 

destination content is usually misleading - hence the term "clickbait". The third is unintended 

consequences of "benevolent design." He gave an example of when attempts to foster "greater 

and wider discussion" online have instead led to an "outraged and polarized tone," which can be 

compared to how lynch mobs operate. 

Business, Politicians and Citizens Must Act  
According to Berners-Lee, everyone needs to play their part in rectifying these problems. He 

says governments must make sure laws are suitable for the modern era, protecting rights and 

freedoms online. He also says companies must do more to protect privacy and security, rather 

than simply target short-term profits online.Most of all, he says ordinary citizens need to hold 

governments and business to account, using their power to vote or choose online services, while 

also doing their own part to communicate and debate online in a constructive manner. He 

concluded that "The web is for everyone, and collectively we hold the power to change it. It 
won't be easy. But if we dream a little and work a lot, we can get the web we want." (Source: 

webfoundation.org) 

What's Your Opinion? Do you share Berners-Lee's concerns? Who is 

responsible for tackling the negative traits of the web? Will self-interest and commercialism 

always outweigh wider concerns about the Internet 

 

 

45,000 Free Kindle Books  

Posted: 05 Apr 2019 01:06 AM PDT on Gizmo’s Freeware. 

 

 

https://webfoundation.org/2019/03/web-birthday-30/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/gizmosbest/~3/t3ZJOB91ucg/45000-free-kindle-books.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email


 

Amazon has an ongoing selection of Kindle books you can download for free.  

 
There's a lot of them, but you can choose genres and categories that make browsing for what 
you want to read easier. Amazon rotates books in and out of the free category. If there's a 
book you want to read, it's better to get it sooner rather than waiting; it might disappear. 
 
It's good to make sure the book you've chosen is $0.00. Amazon lists Kindle Unlimited 
membership books and free books together. Kindle Unlimited books have a $0.00 price and 
a logo. Purchase prices for non-Kindle Unlimited members are below the logo, either $0.00 
or the current purchase price of the book. 
 
You can read Kindle books on iOS, Android, Mac, and PC. Find links to the apps and 
downloads here: Read More 
 

 

 

From “Infopackets.com” on April 10. 

 

->>> Microsoft Makes Windows 10 Updates Optional 

 

    Microsoft is going back to its old policy of letting users choose what 

    Windows updates they get and when they get them, albeit with some 

    restrictions. It's also going to put updates through more testing 

    before rolling them out. One of the biggest change (and perhaps most 

    controversial) with Windows 10 was the abandonment of the old policy by 

    which users could take a case-by-case approach to downloading updates . 

    The default in Windows 10 for home users has been that everything 

    downloads and installs automatically, though exactly when this happens 

    varies from device to device. That's ... 

 

http://www.infopackets.com/lists/lt.php?id=Z0xVBFYESgAHWFNEUlBRAQIL 

 

 

 

Microsoft Gives Up on USB Removal 

Warnings 

 

https://www.techsupportalert.com/content/45000-free-kindle-books.htm
http://www.infopackets.com/lists/lt.php?id=Z0xVBFYESgAHWFNEUlBRAQIL


by John Lister on April, 10 2019 in “Infopackets.com”/ 

Microsoft is changing a default setting in Windows 10 that means it's now OK to remove a USB 

device without properly "ejecting" it from the operating system. It's an acknowledgement that 

many users simply don't use the "eject" feature. 

The fact is, using the "Safely remove hardware and eject media" on the Windows task bar (near 

the clock) is the correct way to eject USB media. This method is necessary because of read and 

write buffers to the device are constantly active. If the buffers are not flushed before the device is 

properly ejected, it could mean data corruption. 

Windows "Better Performance" Can Corrupt USB 

Devices 

By default, Windows uses a mode called "Better performance," which utilizes these buffers. 

In simple terms, it means accessing data on a USB device before it's actually needed, making it 

much faster when a user needs to read or write media to the device. The downside is that this 

pre-emptive access meant there was a chance the user might pull the device out while the buffers 

are still in use by the operating system. This meant that some files or folders - or the entire 

contents of the drive - could be corrupted. 

Safety Move Brings Speed Penalty 

With the most recent Windows 10 update, the default setting will instead switch to "Quick 

removal" instead of "Better performance" when it comes to USB devices. 

That means Windows doesn't use the pre-emptive access, in turn meaning using the USB device 

will be slower. The upside is that it becomes fine to simply remove the device without 

preparation. (Source: lifehacker.com) 

With newer USB 3.0 devices the switch to "Quick removal" may not be so much of an issue 

because the read and write speeds are substantially faster than USB 2.0 devices. For example, a 

USB 2.0 thumb drive may read and write data anywhere from 18 to 28 mb/sec, while a USB 3.0 

device can write data from 80 to 180mb/sec (typically). 

Utilizing USB 3.0 speeds is only possible if the system supports USB 3.0, the USB device is 

USB 3.0 capable, and the USB 3.0 device is plugged into a USB 3.0 slot on the machine. In other 

words, you cannot use a USB 3.0 thumb stick in a USB 2.0 slot and expect to see any difference. 

Well-behaved users who want the speed advantage can revert back to the "Better performance" 

setting can do so on a device-by-device basis. They need to have the device plugged in, then type 

https://lifehacker.com/how-to-force-better-performance-mode-for-usb-drives-in-1833884676


"Disk Management" into the Windows search tool, right-click on the relevant device, select 

"Properties" and "Policies" and then change the setting under "Removal Policy." 

What's Your Opinion? 

Do you usually prepare USB devices for removal or simply pull them out? Have you ever 

suffered corrupted data from doing so? Is Microsoft right to change the default setting? 

 

 

Firefox Finally Blocks Autoplay Videos 
From “Infopackets.com”. 
 

    Firefox is to stop websites from playing videos automatically when a 

    user visits a page. By default, autoplay will only be allowed if the 

    sound is muted. The move by developers Mozilla is designed to tackle 

    the problem of unwanted noise when somebody is simply expecting to read 

    an article. This is a particular problem with sites that carry video 

    ads or news sites that automatically play a video report, even if it 

    isn't related to the story the user was expecting to read. The new 

    default takes effect in version 66 of Firefox, which is getting a 

    public release this week. The videos will ... 

 

http://www.infopackets.com/lists/lt.php?id=Z0xVBFcESgAHWVNEUlBRAQIL 

 

 

 

Back up my hard drive?  How do I put it in reverse? 

 
 

 

http://www.infopackets.com/lists/lt.php?id=Z0xVBFcESgAHWVNEUlBRAQIL

