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Facebook Stops Using Phone Numbers 

for Advertisements 

 
By John Lister on December, 24 2019 in “Infopackets.com”. 

Facebook is to stop treating user's phone numbers as a way to target advertising and recommend 

friends. Critics said the practice undermined a key security measure. 

The company says it wasn't collecting the numbers directly from phones or the Facebook app. 

Instead, users provided the number when taking advantage of two factor authentication. 



With this set-up, it means that if a user tries to log in to Facebook on a new device or from a new 

location, Facebook sends a security code by text message to the number on file 
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. The user then has to type the code in to Facebook before they can login from that new location 

or device. 

The idea is to restrict the damage if a hacker gets hold of somebody's password, either through a 

phishing scam or a security breach. 

Potential Friends Spotted 

The problem was that Facebook was also using the numbers for two other purposes. The first 

was for targeted advertising. This involved using the number to identify the individual and link 

them to other sources of data. 

The second use was for Facebook's "People You May Know" feature which suggests people to 

add as friends. The idea is that the more people a user connects with, the more time they will 

spend on Facebook. 

In this case, it wasn't the person who provided the number for the two-factor authentication 
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who got the suggestions. Instead, when other people gave permission for Facebook to look 

through the contacts list on their phone, it would suggest the person if their number was on the 

list. 

Practice Ends In 2020 

The set-up created two main problems. It was misleading for users who didn't know their number 

would be used for these purposes. It also risked putting people off agreeing to two-factor 

authentication if and when they found out their number was being misused. 

Facebook stopped using the numbers for targeting advertising last June. Now it says it will stop 

using them for "People You May Know" in some countries this week and rolling out worldwide 

next year. (Source: bbc.co.uk) 

However, it's taking a different approach to making the two changes. It stopped the advertising 

automatically with no need for user action. However, once it stops using numbers for "People 

You May Know" in a country, users will need to delete their number to break the link, then enter 

it again if they want to continue using two-factor authentication. 

Facebook will need to include details of the changes as part of a quarterly report to the Federal 

Trade Commission (FTC) which has agreed a $5 billion settlement over other privacy violations. 

(Source: slashgear.com) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-50865152
https://www.slashgear.com/facebook-finally-agrees-to-end-its-most-frustrating-security-practice-19603923/


What's Your Opinion? 

Was Facebook wrong to use numbers in this way? Would the thought of this happening put you 

off using two-factor authentication? Should this incident also have led to FTC penalties? 

 

Someone sends you an image but when you try to view it you 
can’t. Check out this site, it may be of help. 

 

View Almost All Image File Formats in Windows File 

Explorer With This Free Program 
Last updated by rhiannon on 21. October 2019 - 02:27 

             

 

Sage Thumbs is a small, free Windows utility that allows users to preview 162 image formats, 

including Photoshop files in Windows File Explorer. 

https://www.techsupportalert.com/users/rhiannon


Windows File Explorer, by default, can't show all image file formats. If there are files you can't 

view in Windows File Explorer, this handy utility adds support for most image formats. It 

displays supported image files in Windows File Explorer whether you're using icon or any other 

view, by right clicking on the file name or an image. 

The Sage Thumbs menu offers a number of other features, including the ability to convert 

images to JPG, GIF, BMP and PNG with a single click, shows image size and type, can set an 

image as your wallpaper, send an image or thumbnail by email, and can copy images to the 

clipboard without opening them first. 

SageThumbs is a Windows Explorer context menu extension. There is no executable file to start 

the program. 

To use it, just open any folder with image files in Windows File Explorer, and then right click a 

file you want to preview. You'll see the thumbnail and menu immediately in the context menu. If 

you want to preview Photoshop and other image files as thumbnails, set the View options in 

Windows File Explorer to one of the icon options (small, medium, large, and extra large icons). 

You can access SageThumbs options menu through the right click menu or from the SageThumb 

entry in the Windows Start menu. 

A few things to note about the program: 

• I was having trouble seeing any previews in Windows File Explorer using Windows 10. 

Installing the program fixed the issue and thumbnails reappeared. This is apparently an issue for 

some Windows 10 users, even when all the settings in various places in Windows 10 are correct. 

 

• After installation, if you're not seeing a preview for a particular image format, make sure it's 

checked in the program options. The PNG image extension wasn't selected by default when I 

installed the program. 

 

• If you're only seeing some images in one particular format, it might be an image size issue. 

SageThumbs creates thumbnails for images with a size limit of 10 megabytes by default; you can 

change the number to one you like in the options menu. I set mine at 1000 and that's worked for 

all images, including PSD files, so far. 

• There have been some reports of SageThumbs interfering with some displays such as the task 

bar in very early versions of Windows 10. Later versions don't appear to have the issue, though if 

you run into any hiccups the recommendation is to download and install the latest version. 

• Whenever you make any changes in the options, a window will open asking for permission to 

run Microsoft(C) Register Server (also known as regsvr32.exe). It needs permission because it 

registers information about files in the Windows registry. 

SageThumbs is a small (2.19 MB) file and runs on Windows XP/2003/Vista//7/8/8.1/10 32 & 64 

bit and is free of malware according to VirusTotal. 



Download SageThumbs  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

House Passes Robocall Bill (Finally) 

 
By John Lister on December, 11 2019 at 01:12PM EST  

A bill to tackle unwanted "robocalls" looks likely to become law in the US. It would use a range 

of approaches to tackle misleading or annoying automated calls. 

Robocalls are automatically-dialed marketing (or scam) phone calls - the same calls made by 

Indian tech support scammers. Using computers to place the call greatly increases the number of 

homes a company (or scammer) can attempt to phone - and in turn the number of calls the 

average home is likely to receive. 

The House of Representatives has now passed the proposed Pallone-Thune Telephone Robocall 

Abuse Criminal Enforcement and Deterrence (TRACED) Act by an overwhelming 417-3 

margin. It now has to pass the Senate, which is highly likely as the current bill is the result of 

negotiations between politicians in the two houses. There's no indication at the moment that the 

President would veto the bill. (Source: thehill.com) 

Phone Companies To Tackle Number Spoofing 

The law would use a broad-based approach to combating the worst uses of robocalls, with 

different bodies taking different measures. 

It starts with phone companies, who would be forced to develop technology to authenticate calls. 

At the moment one of the biggest problems is robocalls that spoof their origin number, for 

example using the same area code as the person being called so that they believe it's a local 

caller. Phone companies wouldn't be allowed to add a separate charge for this service 
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. 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) would have to develop rules that let phone 

companies block calls from spoofed numbers. However, it would also have to set-up an appeals 

process so that genuine callers could get mistaken blocks overturned. The FCC would also have 

https://www.cherubicsoft.com/en/projects/sagethumbs
https://www.cherubicsoft.com/en/projects/sagethumbs
https://www.cherubicsoft.com/en/projects/sagethumbs
https://www.infopackets.com/news/10630/must-see-video-indian-tech-support-scammers-infiltrated
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/472993-house-passes-anti-robocall-bill


to make a rule that phone users would have the option to opt-out of receiving any call where the 

caller hadn't authenticated their identity. 

One-Ring Scams Under Attack 

The law also says the FCC would need to find ways to crack down on "one ring" scams where 

robocalls hang up after a single ring, the idea being that victims use caller ID to return the call, 

only to find they've actually dialed a costly premium rate or international rate number. 

Meanwhile the FCC, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), state officials and industry 

representatives would have six months to produce joint proposals on tracking the specific 

problems of robocallers disrupting hospitals. (Source: congress.gov) 

As well as the regulatory changes, the law would also mean tougher penalties for illegal robocall 

activity. Offenders would now face forfeiture notices, meaning their assets could be seized. 

What's Your Opinion? 

Will these measures be enough? What else could and should be done to tackle robocalls? Is it a 

smart approach to have multiple agencies tasked with taking action? 

 

 

Easily Download YouTube Videos With This Free Program for 

Windows 

     Posted: 19 Nov 2019 12:23 AM PST In “gizmo’s Freeware”’ 

 
     

This free program lets you download YouTube videos in a few clicks. 

Downloading video and audio from YouTube couldn't be easier - copy and paste the URL of a 

YouTube video, choose the format, and click Download. 

If you're looking for a simple way to download YouTube videos quickly, this program has a 

clean and simple interface to download video and audio in a few steps. 

After you download and install the program, paste the URL of the YouTube video into the box. 

The process starts automatically and a window will pop up that displays all the available output 

options for that particular video (1080p 720p 480p 360p or audio only). Choose your output and 

where you want the video saved and click the Download button. That's it. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/151/text


 

 

 

A neat feature of the program is the option to save the video as an MP3 file at the same time as 

the video download. It downloads to the same folder the video is saved in, though in my testing it 

downloaded the MP3 at lower kbps than other programs that convert YouTube videos to MP3. 

Free Video Downloader for YouTube is a good choice for fast and easy downloads. It doesn't 

have all the features other programs have but for a simple to use program it's a good option. 

(Note: Videos may have copyright restrictions that don't allow downloading, it's good to check 

permissions first) 

Runs on: Windows 10, 8, 7 or Vista (32-bit or 64-bit versions) 

Requires: Microsoft .Net Framework 4.5.5 (or later), Administrator rights to control the sound 

settings. 

The program is a small download (8.5MB) and is malware free according to VirusTotal, you can 

get it here: 

Free Video Downloader for YouTube 

  

 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

A Fun Quiz 

 There's one "sport" in which neither the spectators nor the participants 

know the score or the leader until the contest ends. What is it? 

https://notmp3.com/free-video-downloader-for-youtube/
https://notmp3.com/free-video-downloader-for-youtube/
https://notmp3.com/free-video-downloader-for-youtube/
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