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Windows 10 Start Menu Gets New Look 

 
By John Lister on June, 24 2020 at 01:06PM EDT  

Microsoft has unveiled Windows 10's new look Start menu. The changes are largely cosmetic 

but could make it a little easier to use. 

There's no official word yet on when the changes will take effect. Normally such a revamp 

would be noticed through the Microsoft Inside testing program, but in this case Microsoft has 

currently only shared images of the new look on its Facebook page. (Source: betanews.com) 

Color Clashes Under Control 

https://betanews.com/2020/06/24/windows-10-new-start-menu-2/


The main changes are to make the Start menu fit in better with the rest of the desktop. For 

example, the list of recently used apps (which appear on the very left of the menu) will no longer 

have colored backgrounds  . There's also a minor tweak so that icons in this list appear directly 

next to the text of the app name rather than being blocked off. 

The controversial Live Tiles, which display updated information from dedicated Windows 10 

apps, are getting a similar overhaul. Those which are actually being used will now have a solid 

color that works with the user's overall choice of a light or dark theme for Windows. 

Meanwhile those which are no longer active will switch to a translucent background rather than a 

solid block. The idea here is to draw the eye to the tiles that the user  will actually want to see 

rather than the disabled tiles distracting them. (Source: techradar.com) 

Live Tiles May Not Live Long 

While that's a step forward, it seems odd that Microsoft isn't at least removing unused titles. 

Insiders have previously reported that Microsoft plans to drop Live tiles altogether either later 

this year or early next year, so it's odd to make a cosmetic change at this point. 

The problem is that while the new look definitely appears to be an aesthetic improvement with a 

much cleaner and less jarring design, it seems many users dislike the Start menu from a 

functional perspective. 

Whether its people believing that the "classic" Windows Start menu worked better or simply not 

seeing any reason to change something people were familiar with, a market has emerged for a 

variety of third-party tools that aim to restore the traditional look and function of the Start menu. 

What's Your Opinion? 

Do these changes sound worth Microsoft's effort? Would you prefer more fundamental changes 

to what the Start menu does and how it works? Have you tried any "classic mode" tools? 

 

 

Microsoft Brings PowerToys to Windows 10  

Posted: 14 May 2020 03:04 AM PDT in “gizmo freeware”. 

https://www.techradar.com/uk/news/this-is-what-windows-10s-new-start-menu-will-look-like
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/gizmosbest/~3/Wj-xNmVyzmQ/microsoft-brings-powertools-windows-10.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email


 

Remember PowerToys from older versions of Windows? Microsoft is bringing them back for 

Windows 10. 

PowerToys was a set of utilities that added several useful tools to Windows from Windows 

95 to XP. TweakUI, ClearType Tuner, SyncToy, Image Resizer and Taskbar Magnifier were 

some of the tools in PowerToys. 

Fast forward to Windows 10. Microsoft has been working on bringing a set of PowerToys to 

Windows 10. They’ve been creating and adding them a few at a time, and the newest release 

is worth taking a look at. Two things make this release attractive - PowerToys is now self-

updating, new tools are added automatically so you don’t have to visit the GitHub repository 

for new additions, and the File Explorer in the Preview Pane allows Markdown files (.md) 

and SVG (.svg) files to show in the preview. PowerToys are now in one file, you no longer 

have to download them separately. 

Here’s the list of current set of PowerToys utilities according to Microsoft, links to go to the 

tool description, download link for all tools at the end of the article: 

FancyZones  

FancyZones is a window manager that makes it easy to create complex window layouts and 

quickly position windows into those layouts. Download link at the end of the article. 



Shortcut Guide  

Windows key shortcut guide - The shortcut guide appears when a user holds the Windows 

key down for more than one second and shows the available shortcuts for the current state 

of the desktop. Download link at the end of the article. 

PowerRename  

PowerRename - PowerRename is a Windows Shell Extension for advanced bulk renaming 

using search and replace or regular expressions. PowerRename allows simple search and 

replace or more advanced regular expression matching. While you type in the search and 

replace input fields, the preview area will show what the items will be renamed to. 

PowerRename then calls into the Windows Explorer file operations engine to perform the 

rename. This has the benefit of allowing the rename operation to be undone after 

PowerRename exits. Download link at the end of the article. 

File Explorer (Preview Panes)  

File Explorer add-ons right now are just limited to Preview Pane additions for File Explorer. 

Preview Pane is an existing feature in the File Explorer. To enable it, you just click the View 

tab in the ribbon and then click "Preview Pane". Download link at the end of the article. 

PowerToys will now enable two types of files to be previewed: 

Markdown files (.md)  

SVG (.svg) 

Image Resizer  

Image Resizer is a Windows Shell Extension for quickly resizing images. With a simple right 

click from File Explorer, resize one or many images instantly. Download link at the end of 

the article. 

Window Walker (Text based alt-tab alternative)  

Window Walker is an app that lets you search and switch between windows that you have 

opened, all from the comfort of your keyboard. As you are searching for an app, you can use 

the keyboard up and down arrows to see an Alt-Tab style preview of the windows. In the 

future, this will be merged into the Launcher project. Download link at the end of the article. 

PowerToys currently supports x64, x86 and ARM processors and the file is free of malware 

according to VirusTotal. Read More  

https://www.techsupportalert.com/content/microsoft-brings-powertools-windows-10.htm


 

Check for the latest update before using 

From “The hacker News:. 

Unpatched Critical Flaw Disclosed in Zoom 

Software for Windows 7 or Earlier 

July 10, 2020 Swati Khandelwal 

 

A zero-day vulnerability has been discovered in Zoom video conferencing 

software for Windows that could allow an attacker to execute arbitrary code on 

a victim's computer running Microsoft Windows 7 or older. 

To successfully exploit the zoom vulnerability, all an attacker needs to do is 

tricking a Zoom user into performing some typical action like opening a 

received document file. No security warning is triggered or shown to the user at 

the time of the attack. 

 

https://thehackernews.com/2020/07/zoom-windows-security.html
https://thehackernews.com/2020/07/zoom-windows-security.html
https://thehackernews.com/p/authors.html


The vulnerability has been discovered by a researcher who reported it to Acros 

Security, who then reported the flaw to the Zoom security team earlier today. 

The researcher wishes to remain anonymous. 

 

Although the flaw is present in all supported versions of the Zoom client for 

Windows, it is only exploitable on systems running Windows 7 and older 

Windows systems due to some specific system characteristics. 

 

"This vulnerability is only exploitable on Windows 7 and earlier Windows 

versions. It is likely also exploitable on Windows Server 2008 R2 and earlier 

though we didn't test that," Mitja Kolsek, 0patch co-founder, said in a blog post 

published Thursday. 

 

While Microsoft ended official support for Windows 7 this January and 

encouraged users to switch to more secure versions of the operating system, 

Windows 7 is still widely used by users and organizations at large. 

 

Researchers at Acros Security, the creators of 0patch, have developed a micro 

patch for all versions of Zoom Client for Windows (starting with version 5.0.3 

and all up to the latest version 5.1.2) to address the security issue and released 

them to everyone for free until Zoom Video Communications delivers an 

official security patch. 

 

When a user enables 0patch on their system, the malicious code sent by an 

attacker doesn't get executed when a Zoom user clicks on the "Start Video" 

button. 

https://blog.0patch.com/2020/07/remote-code-execution-vulnerability-in.html


 

"Zoom Client features a fairly persistent auto-update functionality that is likely 

to keep home users updated unless they really don't want to be," Kolsek said. 

 

"However, enterprise admins often like to keep control of updates and may stay 

a couple of versions behind, especially if no security bugs were fixed in the 

latest versions (which is currently the case)." 

 

Researchers at Acros Security have also developed a working proof-of-concept 

exploit for the vulnerability, which they have shared with Zoom and will not 

release until the company fixes the issue. 

 

However, the firm has posted a proof-of-concept video demonstration that 

shows how a malicious exploit for this vulnerability can be triggered by clicking 

the "start video" button in the Zoom Client. 

No Patch! What should the affected users do? 

 

Until Zoom releases a fix for the issue, users can temporarily stop using the 

Zoom client on their older versions of Windows, or update their OS to a newer 

version. 

 

Users can also implement micropatch released by Acros Security, but since it 

comes from a third party software company and not Zoom itself, I would not 

recommend doing that. 

 

https://0patch.com/patches.html


Due to the ongoing coronavirus outbreak, the use of Zoom video conferencing 

software has skyrocketed over the past few months, as it is being used by not 

just enterprises but also millions of regular users across the world to cope with 

schooling, business, social engagement, and whatnot. 

 

UPDATE: In a statement provided to The Hacker News, Zoom confirmed it has 

now patched the vulnerability mentioned above with Zoom client version 5.1.3 

release. 

 

"Users can help keep themselves secure by applying current updates or 

downloading the latest Zoom software with all current security updates from 

https://zoom.us/download." 

The ZOOM saga continues... 

 

Just last month, Zoom addressed two critical vulnerabilities in its video 

conferencing software for Windows, macOS, or Linux computers that could 

have allowed attackers to hack into the systems of group chat participants or an 

individual recipient remotely. 

 

In April, a series of issues were uncovered and reported in Zoom, which raised 

privacy and security concerns surrounding the video conferencing software 

among millions of its users. 

 

Earlier this year, Zoom also patched a serious privacy bug in its software that 

could have allowed uninvited people to join private meetings and remotely 

https://thehackernews.com/2020/06/zoom-video-software-hacking.html
https://thehackernews.com/2020/04/zoom-cybersecurity-hacking.html
https://thehackernews.com/2020/04/zoom-windows-password.html
https://thehackernews.com/2020/01/zoom-meeting-password.html


eavesdrop on private audio, video, and documents shared throughout the 

session.  

 

Something to think about!! 

I wonder how much deeper the ocean would be without sponges. 

 

.  


